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The School Book Question.
The resolution offered Ili the Senate yes¬

terday, which asked for a single list
. of text books to bo chosen by tlio State
'Board of Education for primary and

grammar grades In tho public schools,

'.has. for its support both reason and ex¬

perience.
The State Board of Education Is com¬

posed of men who, both by their educa¬

tion, character and Judgment are in the

highest degreie capable of choosing books

for tho public schools of this State, We
believe that the question of school hooka

is ono which should fundamentally be

decided by experts in school teaching, and
we have no better body to which the

_, question could bo left than to the State
Board of Education as at present con¬

structed. The multiple list, whichJ au¬

thorizes each board of local trustees to

choose themselves books for their dis¬
tricts, was doubtless designed to give the

greatest flexibility to tho system of

choo3lng books.with the idea that this

would work the greatest benefit to each
locality. Upon closer examination, how¬

ever, the multiple system does not appear
to bear out thes eobjocts. In theory, no

doubt, tho children of some-sections of the
State would need books dlffereing from
those required, tot·, othor sections, but
a.t the bottom, the children all havo prac¬
tically the samo Innate capacity for
learning, for they nil, thank Heaven, are

of Virginia stock nnd ancestry and the

flight disadvantages of early opportunity
can be, and is, readily overcome. We

. do not think that tho desired advantages
-¦¦oí-the multiple system, which allows a

board of- trustees, to choose any .one
of a number of text books, begins to out¬

weigh tho obvious disadvantages which
this system Is beginning already to show,

it practically tbrows down tho bars tn
the old nnd thoroughly discredited
methods of gaining ndhercnts for certain
books. Personal solicitation, direct and
Indirect inducements of all sorts will he

brought to bear on trustees of the- local
boards, who arc not able to decide these
questions by the relative value of school
books any better, If as well, as tho Slate
Board. But nono the less, tho large com¬

panies will send an agont to every school
district, and as the country hoards all
meet by law on the same day, the smaller
companies will be at a fearful, If not in-
eurmountablo disadvantage.
Tho question of deciding the question

of the school book3, under the multiple
system Is thus greatly Incroased, even

If no other methods are used than the
mere sending of sumplo copies, and tho
cost of this campaign of enlightenment is
nome by the taxpayers of the State, for
the price of the books will bo proportion¬
ately raised.
It Is, therefore, our deliberate judgment

that It will further the emise of educa¬
tion and civic rlghteousnoss in this State
to havo the State Board of Education
adopt a single list of books for-the pri¬
mary and grammar graces in our public
Schools throughout tho. State.

War at Last.
Contrary to tho expectations of many,

hostilities have broken out between Japan
and Russia, and the war Is on in earnest.
Japan did not wnlt to receive "Russia'·
latest note, but tho Mikado's government
doubtless knew what the note contained
and anticipated il by breaking off diplo¬
matic relations with Russia nnd making
ready for the Inevitable conflict. The
Japanese have long felt that Russia was

threatening their very existence, as a na¬
tion and that her delay in coming to term«
was for the purpose of strengthening
her position. They went on with diplo¬
macy and submitted to dclsy until they
felt that they could no longer in safety
do so, and when they did make up their
minds to fight, 'hey lost no time In
striking the first blow. With singular
boldness and enterprise, If we rniuy uso

euch a term, they sent their torpedo boats

ngalnst the Russian fleet ut Port Arthur,
thus boarding tin-· bf-ar in hin tien and
«trlkirig a décisive blow al the start; and
go Japan draws ????? blood, and gets a

olear advantage.
She already luid the advantage of the

situation, for the war Is to be waged
largely at her own doors, or at least, at

points very much nearer to her base of

eupplies than Is the oase with Russia. If
Ruteiu could bring all her fleets »nil
»rrnles to«hear, the contest would not last
long, for Russia Is far Hoher and more

powerful, and has a much larger army
end navy than Japan.
In 1801 the peace strength of the regular

army of Japan was 143,«19 ofiiconi and
¦men, and the war strength over t'00,000.
In the caino year she had four battle
»hii_ of the first-class; two of the second,

and Ihreò of th« tfiilfd, six armored
¿hilsers, fourteen imall ·«¦ pr&teotod
cruisers, three torpedo gruhboata, fifteen
destroyers and twenty-five large nnd
thlrty«*three email torpedo boats. Ölnee
that timo ehe he« added several vessel*
to her navy.
The Russian army Is tho largest in the

world. The peace strength of tho active
army In 1902 was as follows! infamry,
?,17ß officers and 72(1,811 mon¡ cavalry,
5,171 offlcors and 121.722 meni artillery,
6,078 officers nnd 171.686 men. The war

strength is approximately 75,000 orilccre
nnd 4,500,000 men.
Russia maintains three separate fleets,

one In the Black Sea, one In the Baltic;
nnd another, the largest' nnd' most Im»
portant, in the Pacifio Ocean and the
China Sea;-In ltddltlon, sho lifts equadrone
In tho AVhlto and Caspian Seas. In 1902,
sho hnd nine first-class, battleslilps, fif¬
teen of thn second-class, two of tho third-
class, twenty-four cruisers, seven const
dofenso vessels, forty-eight gunbonte and
a large number of tobacco boats, But

only a part of her fleet Is available In
this war, a|»d 'while sho has¡',._-. consider»'
able army In the far East, most of her
men are several thousand -miles away*
from the field of battle, j

It will be seen from this, that In spite
of Russia's greater strength In the ag¬

gregate, Japan meets hor In tho East
on fairly even terms.
If the contest Is to be fought out by

these two nations alone, it is hard to stiy
which has the best chance of winning.
Of course, Japan will novel· conquer Rus¬
sia. -The best that she can hopo for Is
to bring Russia to terms and make her
grant the concessione for which sho has
been contending. But if Russia should win,
sho would mako tho terms very hard for
her conquered foo. She would practically
take control of Koroa, whlch-ls to all In¬
terests and purposes a part of Japan, and.
she would givo Japan llttlo chance In
Manchuria. Tho nations óf tho earth'·
would not allow Russia to subjugate'
Japan and malte it Russian territory, but
If Russia should conquer sho would un¬

doubtedly make tha terms'of peace very
hard. It Is a desperato situation for

Japan, and she will make a desperate
fight. It may be, however, that Russia
will not force the fighting;: that she will
withdraw to-tho Inland and leavo Japan
to wenr herself out In a fruitless hunt
for her foe, But Russia's plan of cam¬

paign remains to bo disclosed.
Indications now are that other nations

will not become Involved. Russia cannot
call upon France unlejs China or some

other nation should go to Japan's help.
Even then she would be slow to summon
France to her aid, for that would be to
bring England to tho aid of Japan, and
Russia is not anxious to measure lances
with Great Britain, oven with Franco to

help her, Tho chances are, therefore, that
the other nations will stand aloof, and let
tho Jap and tho Rus. fight It out, In¬
sisting only that China shall not be dis¬
turbed. rC^Miê.

The Evacuation Fire.
"Tho evacuation fire," Monday, April

3, ÌSIÌ5, compared wlth'tlio fire from which
Baltimore has just suffered, seems to
have been a small affair; but, considering
the conditions of tho two communities,
Richmond's affliction was as great an

the Monumental City's is.
Tho loss was from eight to ten million

but It came at a timo when- tho commu¬

nity was exhausted by four years of Avar.

Not a dollar was recovered in Insurance.
Moreover, the city had lost its outside
trade; the merchants were without credit
and without jtocks of goods; the peoplo
had not foodstuff to last them for ? week;
the slaves were all freed, and tho fyture
seemed as black as midnight.
The fire began.was kindled.In Shockoc

and In "Von Gronlng's warehouses, on

Shockoe Slip, Ijator other tobacco ware¬
houses were fired, and after the Confed¬
erate troops had crossed tho river, upon
their retreat, the bridges were also fired.
All of this.was done by military orders.
Thore was an act of Congress requir¬

ing tobacco nnd cotton to bo destroyed
before any military post was abandoned.
Tho bridges wore, of course destroyed as

a measure of military precaution. So tho
fiamos wero kindled. As the day went on,
and looting and pillage were freely In¬
dulged In. It is possiblo that deliberate,
Incendiarism also played Its part In the
tragedy· of the day. But tho great fire
originated as wo have said.
The flames swept from Mayo's ware-

houso, nt the foot of Fourteenth Streot,
up to the Tredegar Works In ono direc¬
tion, and to Main Street In the other.
On Cary Street and Iho south side ot
Main tho fire extended from below Four¬
teenth to Ninth; on the north ,sldo ot
Main from below Governor Stroot to tho
corner ot Eighth, and on Bank Streot
from Twelfth to Ninth, Tho State Court¬
house, In the Capitol Square, fronting
Twelfth Street, was destroyed, So wero!
nearly all tho buildings on the square
whero the Kellam Hoepltal now stands.
The present front und columns of the
First National Bank withstood the flames.
The postoffico building was very little
hurt. The Mechanics' institute (War De¬
portment), on Ninth Street, went down,
and Dr, Rold's Church, at the northwest
corner of Franklin and Eighth Streets,
also wero destroyed.
Among othor structures destroyed wero

the Oulliigo· Mills, the Richmond and
Danville Railroad depot, the Richmond
and Petersburg Railroad depot, tho Amer,
lean and Columbian Hotel«, the Dispatch,
Enquirer and Examiner newspaper ofllces,
Mayo's, Shockoe, Public and other to¬
bacco warehouses, and tlio Stato Armory.
Some tobacco warehouses between Twen¬
tieth and Twenty-second Streets, were
aleo fired and burned, ns wore tho Cpn-
fedc-rato Navy Yards, on both sidos of
the river, at Rocketts, and a douen or,
more tobacco factories. The liuxall-
Crenuhuw Mills escaped. At one time
ilio C'apliul building was on tire, hut was

put out by some passers-by. The Spots-
wood Hotel square escaped, though tho
fire raged on tlie opposite square on Main
Street.
The wind that day blow from the south¬

east: When the fire started at sunrise
the wind was scarcely perceptible, but
it soon rose, and continued brisk (or
some hours; but it had lulled by U, or ili

o'clock, when, by'thé aid of the rodami
military, the citisene Wire eble to ohoek
the hie.

This Year's Issues.
Recently, the'Spif-lt oí the Valley ex-

??Gß?-,ß? Its eüfprise that Democrats whov
supported''Mi·, Bryan In ^SM should now
have tho ar-nuraneo to condemn him tot
standing' up fol' hl8'principios. "If those
principles woro. sound in 189G and 1000,"
adds the Spirit ot tlio Valloy, "they are

êound now, htid Mr. Bryan would be .a

domagoàuo und ft tlmn-servor It he de¬
serted thom."
Tho »South"'Boston »Vows, which was

olio oí'·??*. .Bryan's most ,???aG support-
ore In 1806, takes Issue with tho Spirit
of the Valloy, and says:

"Condition's have ciinngod, Bxpèrl-,
èneo hns clearly demonstrated that Mr.
Bryan's policy and tho mousuroH lie so
obly advocated in both of his colobrated
campaigns, 189« nnd 1000, wero discounted
by a very forgo m'ojói'lty ot tho people,
mid that .iipprccodented prosperity hus
followed tho.principles and policios that
Mr. Bryan and his followers so strenu¬
ously denounced. As ? matter of fact,
the 'prinoiRles"adVocnlcd by Mr. Bryan
woro not. sound, and the very mon who.
wero his most ardent admirers' and sup¬
porters in 189Ü and 1900 aro thoroughly
convlncod of thnt fact, and will now

heartily oppose what at thut timo was
thought to bo best for tho interests ot
tho onlli'o country, as well us for tho
success of the Democratic party. Thoro
I« a certain cilios that never chango, you
know. Tho next great buttle will bo
fc tight on différent linos and perhaps
with bettor results ns to tho success of
the Democratic party.".
Our South Boston contemporary makes

sufficient answer to the Spirit ot the

Valley when It says that conditions havo

changed slnco 1S9G. At that timo business
.?ae terribly depressed. Money was

scarce, and many ibellevod that the rotn-

edy for the .evil was an Incroased sup¬

ply of-money. Thoreforo, thoy advocated
the free and unlimited colnago",*bf sil¬
ver at the ratio of 10 t,o 1, and wero

entirely honest and conscientious In tholr

position. Slnco that timo, however, there
has been a largo increase In the supply
of gold, and many who adyocatod free

silvor. contend that the prosperity which
followed our Increased gold supply vori-
fies their contention that a greator vol-
umo pt metallo money was noedod. But

as tho supply has boon met with tho
yellow metal and ns prosperity has

come, tho demand for tree colnago o£

sliver has disappeared.
It Is Idlo to go Into a discussion of

this question at this lato day, for all

such argument Is a matter of theory
and speculation. But It Is a fact that tho

volume of gold monoy has boon enorm¬

ously increased, that prosperity has como
under t.ie gold standard, and that thero
is no occasion for any change In our

standard of value. It Is useless to dis¬
ease tho question as to which side was

right and .vhlûli side -was wring. Demo¬
crats, woro honestly, disagreed, but thero
is no longer any occasion for disagree¬
ment on that scoro. It is sensible, there¬

fore, for Democrats to put this doad
issue aside and unite heartily'and ear-

lic.Etly In an effort to elect their candi¬
date tlile'.yeai'.. It is.no abandonment of

principle for Demócrata to abandon free

silver, any more than it-was an aban¬

donment of "principle for the Southern
States to abandon secession after the sur¬

render at Appomattox.

¦,Tass~This~Measure."
Under the abovo headline the Norfolk

Landmark says:
"For years we have been urging; the

necessity of somo law that wIVi force
county supervisors to make regular
Itemized public roports ot receipts and
disbursements. Thoro has long been a

law requiring that such statements bo
posted annually, but as tho law.carries
no penalty for infringement, it is a dead
totter, except where tho supervisors vol¬
untarily obey it.
"Tho Oulcl bill, as amended by tho

House of Delegates, provides for com¬

pelling tho supervisors to' post semi-,
annua« Itemized statements of redepta'
and disbursements and to publish such
statements simultaneously. in a paper
ot tho county or one published In
an adjoining county or city. There Is
no other sure way In which to give the
needed publicity.
"That publicity is important in such

mattres every sonsCblo man knowe. Tho
Roanoko World, which has been looking
over tho last report of the Stato Auditor,
discovers that In ono county for the
fiscal year ending June S.1, 100:5, the sum

o£ $14,408 was charged up to 'contingent
expenses,' wlilY» In another tilts indefi¬
nito classification Involved over. $21,000.
As the World says, 'nothing moro surely
spurs a public orflclal to his duty than!
tho knowledgo that ho must give an ac¬

count ot Ill's stewardship regularly to
his conutltuonts,' nnd 'Virginia has boen
entlrciy too careless' In this regard."
In point of fact, It was Tlio Tlmes-

Dlapntcli that eallod attention to these

l'tcms of "contingent expenses." But that
Is of no· consequence, The Important
thing Is tho fact that lit* some of the

counties the "contingent expenses" run

up into thousniuls and tlioro Is nothing
in the roports to the Auditor to show for

what purpose this m°ney was expended.
Our Norfolk contemporary will bo Inter-
o.Ud to know, It it doos not nlroady
know, that tho county which turns in

the incidental expense account of $44,000
li tho county of Norfolk,
Tho Ould blU has passed the Houso.

and It should pass tho-Senate also. It
le a much-noeded. measure, nnd we be¬

lieve It will be a blessmg to tlie tax-

payers.

Confederate Muster Rolls.
Th· letter of tho; Secretary of War

to Governor Montague, p'i|bllahed In our

lesuo of yesterday, denies the request
mado by him and other Governors for
advance proof shoots qf tho muster rolls
of the Confederato army, now being com¬

piled along wit li those of tho Union
army,
lu the publicfUlon of the roster of Fed¬

eral and Confederate troops, the govern¬
ment will adhere to tho plan It pursued
In the publication of tho- War Records.
It will not use any material except such
a» Is Included In an oillclal record of the
war period,
The Secretary ".of Wai· says that, as he

Views tho law, It was tho intent of Con¬
gress to publish and thus mako acces¬

sible to the various States all the his¬
torical data that are contained In tho
"original rolls" in possosslon of the War
Department, or that may be found else¬
where. This information thus placed at
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tiio disposal of tiio States, he says, will
enablo tliom, if they eo desire, to "com¬
pilo tholr own rosters In tholr own way,
using as a source of additional ;lnforma-
tlon their pension list, or any other data,
that may seem to thorn to be sufficiently
reliable to be incorporated into the ros-

tor." ..

Thè Secretary assures Governor Monta¬
gue that this rulo will.bo applied Im¬
partially to Fedoral and Confederate rolla.
It would seem to be more Important

now thah ever before for Virginia to

go ahead on her own account, and com¬

pile her' own rolls as far as she Is able
to find, tho mnterlal therofor. Use can o.

made, of course, of tho originals when
printed by the Wnr Records' Office at

Washington, but It will bo necessary to
supplement them with other data.
Under an act of Assembly, which wa«

drafted by Genoral Bradley ?.,. John¬
ston, tho rolls of many oompanles In re¬

cent yoars haye boen compiled by sur¬

vivors and placed on record In tho County
Courts. They, of courso, aro still to be

found among tho records, and contain
valuabie matorlal. The work then begun
and not completed should be pushed tor-
ward now with tho grcatost possible
energy.
Wo suppose the Bureau of Confederate

Archives, proposed by Sonator Daniel and
Judgo Christian, will bo established by
act of Assembly. In that event and by
omploying two or throe activo, energetic
men.hard workers.much valuable ma¬

terial may yet l,o found In the State and
copied and compiled, nnd In the course of
time -prepared for publication.
The oaseVseoms to be about this: Vlr-|

ginla may, have access to the government
records wlien ^he'y are "Issued." They are
by no means completo. Wo doubt If they
aro moro .than half complete. The-rest
of tho Information wo desire must be
acquired.by tho Stato through Its agents,
and these agents to be successful, will
have to operate under tho direction of. the
proposed "Btireau-of Confederato Archives.
Furthermore it Is to the interest of

.Virginia', to furnish the War Records
Office with all tho original '"official", in¬
formation we can gather beforo our rolls
are complied by.'that. Qfllce.

In another -cylijmn. W« print a list of
books specially .prepared by Mr. Kenne¬

dy, State Librarían. À« will be seen from
the titles, tho -volumes fleal extensively
with Japan, hor,people, her resources, and
her history, and in Wie present crisis In

the far East thoy will prove of particu¬
lar Interest to'tljo public. Tho ""nooks can¬

not be'distributed, but they are at the
Sfate Library, and are open to all who
wish to put them to uso. In The Tlmes-
"Dlspatch of to-morrow we shall endeavor
to give a similar list of books treaUnï
of Russia and Russian subjects.

The most marvelous thing about the
Baltimoro fire was that It was freo from
loss of life. In that respect It stands un-

parallolcd among, the great fires of tho
world. Tho fact that It began In tho day¬
time and on Sunday, when there were

few peoplo In the business district, ac¬

counts In largo part, we suppose, for this
fortunate exemption.
Groat as Is Baltimore's nflllction. It Is

not to be compared with tho loss of tho
COO people who perished miserably In the

Iroquols Theatre in Chicago.

Two ground hogs kept In captivity In
Durham, N, C, did preclsoly what they
woro by tradition called upon to do on

February 2d. They came out, sow their
shadows,/returned into their holes, and
havo boen seen no moro since, Tho aged
darky who owns them vouches for tho
truth of this story, but Ih not surprised.
He believes In the ground hog as a

weather prophet,
There aro millions and tens of millions

of dollars In currency and coin, and In
A No l. securities locked up in safes
and vaults whloh lie beneath the ruins
of Baltimore banks and other business
houses. Tho recovery oi this vast wealth
will bo watched with grave concern, Wo
hopo nono of It will bq lost,

Inasmuch as Baltimore cannot now han¬
dle It, thero would be no harm for Rich¬
mond to hustle for eome of that South¬
ern spring trade that usually goes to the
"Monumental City.
As soon as the weather gets a little

sot tied and the insurance companies com¬

mence to do a little settling, Baltlmoro
will begin to put on her_Phoenix regalia.

????ß war mup.now has the etuge. In
the languoso of JIo»· Orover Cleveland,
"let it go It," :

The motto" of"oxposition eiiterprlses is:
"If you don't Bea what you want, ask
Uncle Sam fdr it,"

The Blble'lVtl^pubiio sohools ques¬
tion Is yet In tho hands of the preach-,
crs.

Look out foi·"another big conflagration.
Hid you never notice that such dlsusters
rarely conio singly'·1 V

Accotdlng-tô"onô"of our correspondents,
even a tame ground hog knows hl8 busl"
nets.

The ''quarañtliuñí?r~öT Old Point
against tho outeldo' doctore will pot
nf cessarli*, cause a panlo in Hampton.

The upcomrtry"^upply ot mud !» now

about duo ut the Richmond water works.

The Japs evidently bejJevTiñ the David
Harum version of the '-foiden rule· ¦.. .

·,,'- ' *

Zfrondof'ühought ¡;;
SnfyxtoXttnd

Nashville Americani Reptihllcans aro
moro interested in tho result of tho St.
Louis Convention than they ara In «he
Chicago Convention.
Houston Posti And In reply wo warn

rí*\ Çrunipacker. wo.warn this country,
that his deplorable policy has brought our
nation into,,.grave danger, and If per¬
sisted In will bring upon ub a great con¬
troversy, which will threaton our very
foundations..

Mobile -Registert As It-is agreed that
tne treaty Is going to be ratified, why not
no the deed at once nnd relieve the pub-
lie mind? Certainly no good can come to
the country, or to the Domooratlo party
by further delay.
Macon (Ga.) Telegraph: When Mr.

Hardwick, of the Tonti! District, makes
another courageous nnd ablo speech In
the House of Representatives on tho sub¬
ject of tho war amendments, ho might
profitably refer, In confirmation of hi«
position, to tho criminality of tho negroes
and the growing Impatlcnco of tho whites
Jn Philadelphia.« -' ¦<¦·¦

Austin (Tox.) Statesman: Mr.-i Bryan
has Invaded tho blue grass region of Ken.
tucky with his eloquence nnd Is stjli
harping upon Mr. Cleveland's financia]
fiollay, and to embrace the two extremes
io let into colonel Watterson, hoping that
his eins would bo forgiven him In his old
age. It is a pity Mr, Bryan cannot for¬
got and forgive.that is tho policy now.

'.
A Few Foreign Facts.

Colombia, exoluslvo'of Panama, is as
largo as Hie twq Stales of California and
Texas combined. Three high mountain
ranges cross the republic from north to
south, making high tablelands between,
where' the dnys the year 'round are
scarcely hottes than those of a temper¬
ate zone.

Cardiff exports 12,000,000 tons of coal
a year; Newcastle about four million,
Nowport and Sundcrluml each ship
abroad about two million flvo hundred
thousand tons a year.
A German modical paper reports that

at a school Inspection in Brandenburg
an eight-year-old boy was presented who
wolghs 126 pounds nnd stands five feet
three and a half Inches. Tho young prod¬
igy is physically and mentally well de¬
veloped.
A Flemish artist has producod what is

said to bo the smallest painting in the.
world. It is a ploturo of a miller mount»
ing the stairs of his mill and carrying a
sack of grain on his back. Tho mill Is
doplcted as standing near a terraco, Close
at hand are a horse ana cart, with a few·

groups of peasants Idling In the road near
y. AH this In painted on tho smooth

side of a grain of ordinary white corn,
It is necessary to examine It under a
microscope, and It Is drawn with perfect
acouracy, It doee not cover a half Inch
square, and It is in many respects one of
tho most remarkable art products of the
day.

I-»

North Carolina Sentiment.
The Wilson Times comes.to the help of

tho much abused Governor In this manner:'
If you don't like the way Governor

Aycock pardons criminals, why in tho
name of' common «eneo do you keep
sticking your name to every, heart-rend¬
ing petition for executive clemency that
is stuok undor your noso? You haven't
tho moral courage to say "no" when you
sco the petition, nnd yet you think ho
ought to be bravo enough when he is con¬
fronted with a paper to which Is ap¬
pended all the names In the community,
together with ail the uncles, cousins and
aunts.of the criminal, with tho trial Judge
and jurors to boot.

The -.Charlotte Observer says:
Yes, the American dealing with Cuba

has been In the highest dogree creditable.
We have lost much, havo gained nothing
of value. But we have taken the heol of
the oppressor off the neck of a peoplo,
and are entitled to their gratitude and
to tho approbation of a good conscience,
'The Fayettevllle Observer makes this
observation:
It is Important to note, In considering

the scone of the decision of tho United
States Supremo Court in tho South Da¬
kota bond suit against this Htato. thai
the'court avoided (perhaps, evaded) at¬
tacking tho sovereignty of the State as

such by resting its claim to Jurisdiction
upon the circumstance that the bonds
in question wero secured by a mortgage
on proporty which is not State property.

The Reidsvllle Review says:
It seems to us If the Democratic party

could not win with the silver coinage
plank when It was a real Issue. It would
be folly to inject it in the platform now,
when it is admitted that It Is not nnd
cannot be an Issue. We need the votes
ot those people this parUcular "plank"
drove away In the last two elections to
holp' eleot the ticket now.

Concerning police statistics In dry
towns, the Durham Herald remarks:
Maybo the kind of people who are able

to send out of town and got It are not the
kind that usually figure In the Police
Court anyway.

e

Personal and General.
Honry Phlpps has given $20,000 to the

Johns Hopk]na Hospital to establish a

ollnlo for consumptives,
General James H. Wilson, of Wilming¬

ton. Del., is In Denver, Col., seeking ma¬

terial, It Is said, for a now book.

William D. Bishop, Sr., for many years
prominently identified With the manage¬
ment of the New York. New Haven and
Hartford Railroad, dlod last week.

Professor F. E. Lloyd, of Columbia
University, has received a grant from
the Botanical Society of America to carry
on researches nt the Desert Botanical
Laboratory of the Carnegie Institution,
at Tucson, Ariz.

Miss Susan Hicks Beach, the daughter
of the ox-Chancellor of the Exchequer,
of the British Empire, hao poaed n»

Britannia for a, now coin, and the original
design of the figure Is now a oborishod
possession of Sir Michael and his family.

. e

With a Comment or Two.
The Richmond Tlmes-Dlspatch says:

"Severn! newspapers, notably the Char¬
lotte Observer, refuse to believe that Mr.
Cleveland Is not In It." You have the
wrong contemporary. The Observer has
taken Mr. Cleveland at his word, that he
is out of it: but It has expressed em·

Bhatlcally Us opinion that he Is the ono
lemoorat who, If nominated, would eure-

ly be elected..Charlotte Observer.
We stand corrected.

Richmond Is very muoh disturbed
about the Bible in the public schools.
and the question is being very much
discussed. Of course, thero will bo no

agreement reached- unless It is for ita
exclusion.·.Frederlcksburg Star,
The "disturbance" 1b not confined to

Richmond. It is a State matter, for it

may iinally get before the Legislature,

The shipyards have nothing to do with
the mandatory oharucter o£T the United
Statos statutes. There la a spedilo re«

¦quirement that aftpr each census tho con«

grosHloiial districts shall ho properly np»
portioned, and Virginia so far nns beon
In absolute defiance of this provision..
Newport News Tiuios-Dlspatch.
The above refers BP.eliically to the mat-

tei* ot rearranging the First and Second
Districts, The former is undersized, and
the lettor is larser in population than the
lav( allows,

GERMAN ALLIANCE (FIRE) IN¬
SURANCE ASSOCIATION OF NEW
YORK; iiHsets $12,000,000. (ALL IN
AMERICA.) W. W. Hardwlcko, Agent··

OA9TORIA·
B»n the j* -to Wn» You Havejllways Bought
BiffQitare 'á*/ -

(Rent a box in the strong flro and burglm
prooí vault of The .State Bank of Vir»
olnia. Charges modérât».

r<<*> -.

,
' KILLS PAIN N

f Better and quicker than
anything else in the World

PENETRATES WONDERFULLY
^ AH Dealers ¿

.-G"»

Voice of People
and

Issues of the Day
Public Cleanliness.

Editor of The TImcs-Dlepatch:
Sir,.In the discussion on tho abovo

subject I notice that ono lady wrltesi
"Dirt has to bo thick and deep and deadly
for a man to see It, .On the whole ho
doesn't mind it. A woman can seo a

square ,off what a man wouldn't rocog-
nlso close at hand."
Another kidy writes, In reforence to ox«

pectoratlng on sidewalks: "Wo are con«
»tnntly in fear of ruining our clothe·."
Then the editor writes: "Timo and

agalh The Times-Dispatch noe urged the
women of Richmond to take this matter
In hand,"
Tho trouble is that instead of taking

It Jn hand, they havo undertaken to"
clean iho'streets with their skirts.
Robort "Burns wrote:
"O would some power the jfiftfo gl'e us

To aoo ourselves as others see us,
It would from many a blunder freo us

And fooiiuh notion:
What aire in dress and gait would

leave us,
And even devotion I"

"A city is no cleaner than Ita dirtiest
part" can also be applied to people.
'When women stop sweeping the filth oft'
tho streets with their drciwoa and show'
that they mind dirt, thick and deadly,
men may then follow their example and
try to banish dirt from the city. ·»

R. G. R.

Life That Is Worth Living.
Editor of Tho Times-DUpatch:
Sir..Anent the discussion. "Is life

worth living?" (If you have not already
done no),· might It not be woll to ro-^

produce in your columns Longfellow'n
immortal psalm'/ When ho speaks of
"great men" («uppoalng he alludes to
conspicuous men) "leaving footprints on.
the sands of tftne." But I cannot think,
he meant to confine tho lesson to only,
the conspicuous great." For many'«in,1,
humble man,"nobly performing his dally,
task, and murmuring not, but "acting in
the living present." though In a vory
Umlted sphere, and of whonrl the world
know» little or nothing. Yet ho may be
making "footprints" that mark the way
to high and noble achievements; and
thus thwart or prevent many a "shlp-
wreok" on tho great end solemn main.
For how true it Is that "an ounce of
prevention is better -than a pound of«
cure." W. T. F,,

A Subscriber.
Richmond, Va.
(Longfellow's "Psalm of Life" appeared·

in The Times-Dispatch October 15, l'JO'J..
Ed. Tlmes-Dlspatch.)

How .to Work the Roads.
Editor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Sir,.At least one of your subscribers

halls with delight something Vko an or¬

ganized effort of a body of our most
Intelligent citizens to press tho Loglsla.-
ture to enact a State old law tor the
permanent Improvement of our high¬
ways.
This Is an opportune time, as the

State's financial condition gives less,
excuse for the cry. "There aro no funds,
nvallab'tî." But such a plea Is never-
valid; for however poor tho State "may
bo, this great causo should share with|
others tho State's revenues.
Every man of ordinary .Intelligence

who ho* considered this matter sees tho
prime necessity for good roads, and ho-
should write to his representative in the
Legislature to enact at once before tho
money Is spent for something else, a

Stato aid law.
A sino ,qoa non pf suoli a luv Is tho.

provision that whatever money may be
appropriated should be under the con¬

trol ot competent, experienced State of¬
ficers, for. If anything has been clearly
demonstrated, It Is that the ordinary Vir¬
ginian knows nothing about building
ronds. A law without this provision is
not worth the paper It Is written on.

It might be. wise also to provide for'
working convicts In building bettor
roads. But of thla thoro may bo «omo,
doubt. Of the enactment of a State aid
Viw, with proper provisions for its in¬
telligent execution, thero Is none,

Capitalists who own property In thn
State, and pay the largor tax are ready
tor It, The people of our cities, through
their representatives In tho last Legisla¬
ture, have shown tholr.willingness for It.
Tho railroads are urging It, and for those
who live in rural districts, and who re¬

ceive the greatest benofit, to be the only
obstaole in the way of hotter country
roads, does seem to be asinine stupidity.
Permanent road improvement does not

mean an expenditure of from $0,000 to

$5,000 per mile, except In rare i'n stances.
It is oialmed now that an.ordinary gruv'
olod road Is almost, |t not quito, us good
ns a macadam road, where the travel
Is not heavy, In North OaroV.ua and In.
some parts of Virginia, simply grading
properly »nd sanding the c-lny portions
of ronde malto an admirable road,
T)io way to tu*.ve botter roads and re¬

move the dlsgraco of tho presont rendi¬
tion of things 1» to start tho work, It
would be a losa reproach to ilio Stato
to mako jviany mistakes In lUrlvt'ng for
better things than to be content to do
nohtlng, A SIHBSCUIBER,

SENATORS FROM KANSAS.

Hoodoo Which Seems to Attach
to Line of "Fated Succession."
John J. Ingalls's "futnd aueoesslon" Is

vividly recalled to mind hy the present
trouble In which Senator Burton finds
himself. The brilliant Atohlson statesman
so designated the line of Kansas uniti d
States senators that started out with
General James H. Luno.
Those in the "fated succession" were

.lames H*. Lsine, Edward «j. Ross, Robert
Creile., Alexander Caldwell, James M.
H&ney, Preston B. Plumb, Bishop K.
«i-miw, jelin Martin, Luden Baker and

IftOFFEE
Heroy'a Other dealers'
Prices. Prlooe.

\2\t Maracaibo 15if
i'Stf Maracaibo 20??
18f¿· Maracaibo 25 ft/
20 ïf. Laguayra 25 S?
25t Java and Mara 30 ??
27^ Java and Mocha 32 ^
30 fòB Java and Mooha 36ft·

YOU 9AVE MONBY AT
UEKOY'S. 8AMPLKS F1.KH.

HEROY,IMPORTER, *

423 N. Sixth Streot

We are Now
Giving' Away

Our Useful
Phone Cards,

Send for one.it will cost you
nothing.
For the Best Results

in Printing Go To

Baptist & Picot,
. 105-107 OovernorSt.
Our name insures good work.

If you aro noi a customer of
otirs why not allow us to make
you one? You will not re¬

gret it.

When a

CAST IRON PIECE
of your machine breaks you have a choice.

of threo things:
1st. Got a new picco. .

2d- Patch it wich plate* and bolts.
8tl. BRAZE IT WITH

"FERROFIX M

The first requires /rom 1 to 10 days.
Tho second Is only tomporary, as patoh

works looso.
Tho third is Immediato, choap and per-

roauont. Which do you preiorf

Cameron-Tenrunt Maohlni Works,
-'Phono 1180. 2404 E. Mein Street.

YOU CAN
get snow-bound, but novor "COLD",
bound If you u»o "COLD STOP," on«
it the »utO.il und boat rinioJies.
Guarantcetl to. brnak up tho wont
COLD In a. day and night-

25c. at All Druggists.
POLK MILLER DRUG CO.

T-D WANT ADS
T-D AVANT ADS
T-D WANT ADS
T-D WANT ADS
T-D AVANT ADS
T-D WANT ADS

PAY BEST
PAY BEST
PAY BEST

\ PAY 'BEST
' PAY BEST

PAY BEST
TRY ONB
THY ONE
TRY ONE
TRY ONE
TRY ONE
TRY ONE

AND SES,
AND SEE.
AND SEE.

. AND SEE.
AND SEE.
AND REE.

the present Senator{J*. Ralph Burlo·».
Litro' committed suicido. Rosa committed
political suicide by voting against the
In.i.cnciinient of Andrew Johnson and
wus driven out of his party, Crosier, who
served « bout a year by appointment, died
without leaving a single mark by which
his brief senatorial oureer can be re¬
membered. Ciildwell resigned uftor two
ycara* servino to escupa Investigation.
llurvpy, although he hud been Governor

of bis State und had mida u fairly good
reputation as euch, mude a very Itislg-
nllicnnt senator, and wus. attor three
yi-aiH' service, defeated for ro-olectlon
and dropped out of political lite, Plumb
tiled hi onice nt Washington. Perkins
served a brief term hy appointment and
Is scuroely rernunibqred ua a .senator,
Wat un served two years and left toe
«eruto poorer in purse and with, le«·
prestige then ho possessed when ha went
in. Baker was" almost a total failure,
and his crushing defeat for reelection at
tho hands of Burlón Is still warrp in the
nn-inory of the people of Kansas..Topoka
(Knnsus) Capitol._

WOODWARD * SON,
LUMBER.

NINTH ANO ARQH ß?»


